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1.  DATE 

2.  LOCATION 

12  Jan  58 

Spring;  Hope 

C. /Salem f Va. 

3.  DArE-TtME  CROUP 

*.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

0020  EST 

*^Groyn  d*  Vi  lual 

□ Ground-*Rciddf 

12/0315 ,0520Z 

O At^VisLia) 

O Air*intarcopt  Radar 

S.  PHOTOS 

S.  SOURCE 

Q Y« 

^ No 

_ Civilian 

7.  length  op  observation 

8.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

few  sacs 

one 

'Vest 

ho.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

n.  COMMENTS 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 
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Wos  Boltoon 
Preabobly  Botloori 
Possibly  Salloon 

Aircraft 

pfobobly  Aircraft 
Poftsibiy  Ai  f craft 

Wo*  Astronomical 
Probobly  Aatmrvomtcol 
Poiiibly  Astnmomtcot 
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lnsuifiti«rst  Data  for  EvoltjaHan 
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Hnd  obj  w/3hort  cone  trailing  appear^ 
10-20  ft  in  diameter.  The  face  of 
the  sphere  aooeared  ereenish  in  coloit 

m-  4 * 1-^ 

the  remaining  portion  appeared  fire- 
red.  The  cone  was  about  the  same 
lan^^th  as  the  obj. 
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RETORT  HO 


ROM 


THE  HOAiTOKE 


objects  in  the  sk7  created  concern  in  the  Roanoke 


" State  Police  at  Salem 
object  in  the  sigr  with  idiat 


the  object  or  objects  had  been  seen 


of  tbs  strange  object  was  not 
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Su^.^ftstad  reply  t 

1,  Your  letter  to  the  "Morehead  Planetarium  has  been 
referred  to  the  Air  Force. 


:? 


3. 


• 


Your  sighting  ha  a not  been  conclusively  identifiei 
Your  report,  however,  will  be  used  as  a xsEkx  par 
of  our  continuing  study  on  aerial  phenomena. 

Your  interest  and  prompt  reporting  of  the  matter 

is  aooreciated, 

* ^ 

(Suggest  _aending  attached  summai^  and  DOD  release 

copy  of  letter  to  Jensano*) 


?:?0M  MAMt  on  nru 


OMUMirkTioii  Ai40  voakTkm 


/g  X3- 


J-V  FOtK 

^ JLf  I fU 


R«pL«c3n  DA  AQO  Form  M,  I Apr  44,  ti»d  4/UQ 
FM)  4T.  COM 


ir 


I 


f- 


one 


The 

Mix 


Morehead  Plaaetariwn* 
Zeu4  plaaeuritimi  ifi 


one 

the 


of  the 
weitsrn 


hemUphcre,  acd  the  nnt  on  any  uaiw- 
tity  campuii  ii  open  for  performirices 
ev-ry  eveoiog  at»:30i  U:0i>,  3:00  and  SijO 
on  Saturday  3od  3:00^  4K)0  and  S:3l)  ')fi 
Sunday.  The  prosram  ‘it  chanjed  fre- 
qucnrly  * , > There  ii  always  fomethiflir 
:iew  at  the  \hrehead  Plan-'arinm.  *lThe 
^£o^chea^i  DiiLliin^  contiina,  in  addition 
to  the  Planetarium,  ihc  perma^ient  Art 
Gallery  in  the  E^-otuaia,  aiui  other  ffil- 
U^riet  devoted  to  temporary  art  exhibits. 
AUo,  there  arc  hall*  tar  Kientidc  exhibici. 
Zrht  3S  -foot  Copernlcan  orret7>  one  of 
only  two  such  initallitiom  in  the  world, 
U 1 particularly  impmtive  mechanism. 
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CHAPEL  HILL,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
January  17j  1958 


Dept,  of  Defense 

Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 
Washington  2$,  D.  C. 

H 

Gentleaent 


:.T 


.j  for  your  examination  and  correlation  is  a report 
recently  received  in  this  office* 

Tour  reply  and  comment,  if  any,  vrill  be  appreciated. 

C ordially, 

THE  MOREKEAD  PUWETAHIUU 
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;!Q  U3.\F,  11  Fgb  53#  j ! UnidsutiTisd  Flying  Ob^  ^ci:,  Salami, 
12  January  1953 


Virginia i 


* 


1st  Ind 


Haadquartars,  Langlsy  Air  Forca  3asa  & 836th  Air  Base  Group, 
Langley  Air  Force  Base,  Virginia 


2 6 !^EB  19'5^ 


TO:  Coirsnander,  Air  Defense  Command,  Fnt  Air  Force  Base,  Colorado 

Springs,  Colorado 


1 Incl 
n/c 


IBODI 


2d  Ind 


4 MAR 


QCQ 


HQ  AIH  DEFENSE  COMMAND,  Snt  Air  Force  Base,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado 

TO:  Conmandsr,  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center,  VIright-?atterson 

Air  Force  Base,  Ohio 


1 Tni^l 


* » . 


■V 


DEPAXTMEJiT  OF  THE  Alt  FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

HA3HUIQTON 


THS  IHSPSCTOft  OBXEIUL  USA? 
atST  DISTRICT  OESICE  OP  SPECIAL  IYV2STIOAT 
LAMOL2T  AIR  POfiC2"'HI3B7TaHPrDN ; VIROIXT 


Unidentiflad  Flying  Object^  Salam^  Virginia 
12  January  19^8 


Coioaaiider 


coau&uziicatlon  confirms  information  furnished 
Major,  AO  421112,  Intelligence  Officer,  >43th  Bombardmen't 
Wing»  Langley  Air  Force  Base,  Virginia,  on  3 February  1958,  relative 
to  an  alleged  sighting,^  an  unidentified  flying  object  In  the  vicinity 
of  SaLlea,  Virginia* 


2«  The  12  January  1958  edition  of  the  Roanoke  Times,  a daily  neve- 
paper  published  at  Roanoke,  Virginia,  contained  the  following  article: 


"Strange  Objects  Reported  In  Sky  in 

This  Section"  _ ^ 


"Strange  objects  In  the  s^'^'t^ated  concern  in  the  Roanoke 
Valley  area  early  today'T  State  Police  at  Salem  received 

lO  reported  a large  object  In  the  ak 


a report 

with  what  appeared  to  be  a ball  of  fire  trailing  it.  He 
said  he  saw  it  about  12:20  A.M.  In  addition,  state  police 
reported  that  the  object  or  objects  had  been*  seen  by  persons 
in  Floyd  County  and  near  Draper  in  Pulaski.  Origin  of  the 
strange  object  was  not  known  early  today." 


ry  1958,  Special  Agent  JQHNJi.  McNFILL  interviewed 
Route  3 


Salon,  Virginia.  furnished  the 

following  inforoiatlon  concerning  the  unidentified  flying  object  which 
ha  allegedly  sighted  on  12  Januaxy  1958: 


.with  a short  cone  trailing 


b.  Appear ed.^0- 20  feet  in  diameter,  the  face  of  the 
3ohere  appeared  greening  in  color,  the  remaining  portion  including  the 
trailing  cone  was  fire  red.  The  cone  appeared  to  bo  a cone  of  fira*'*^ 
given  off  from  the  object  Itself.  The  cone  was  about  the  same  length 

aa  the  object  itself. 


4 * 


• « 


-i 


4 


r >1 


J 


21st  District  OSI  (IG)  Fila  ?Io:  24-147 

Subj  i 'Jnidanbified  Flying  Objact,  oalaai,  Va. , 12  January  195S  11  Feb  1953 


c.  The  forvard  part  of  the  aphare  appeared  to  be  of  greenish 
fire  and  the  reoiaiaing  part  was  red  in  color. 

d.  Only  one  (1)  objact  was  observed. 

e.  No  formatioa  of  arty  type  was  noted. 

f.  The  object  was  void  of  shape  except  for  its  roundness/.^'* 
and  accompanying  cone. 


g.  k trailing  cone  of  vhat  appeared  to 
as  the  sphere  and  was  the  same  color.  The  face 
gloved  with  a greenish  color. 

/N. 

h.  No  sound  noted. 


be  fire  about  as  long 
nose  of  the  objact 


i.  No  other  pertinent  or  unusual  details. 


(2)  Description  of  Co\irse  of  Qblect;/ 


a.  At  0020  hours j,^2'3anuar7  1958*  object  observed  from  living 
room  of  residence  t.hTongh  "tha  fmnt  t*iwfirn.r  ^ rhirb  vaat.  Object 

course  westerly  and  disappeared  after  a very  shorty 
period  of  observation^"*'  ,9 


proceeded  in 


/Oa  — ^ 


^4 


b.  Proceeding  vesterly. 


c.  The  object  disappeared  over  mountains  to  the  west  of  Salem, 

Virginia. 

d,  Objact  although  not  resembling  a meteor,  gave  off  a short 
trail  of  uh^  appeared  to  be  fire. 


9.  Same  as  c above. 

f.  Object  observed  only  a few  seconds.  tT 
(3)  I^tanner  of  Observation  t 


a.  Ground  visual. 

b.  No  optical  aids  used. 

c . 11/ X 

(4)  Time  of  Sighting; 

a.  Q020  hours  2ST,  12  January  1958 
, N i ght  ^ 

-2- 


b 


2l3t  District  OSI  (ID) 

Sub j : Unidantifisd  Flying  Object,  Sales,  7a*,  12  January  1958 


FI.  2.9  No:  24-147 

n Feb  1953 


(5)  Locat  ion  of  Observers 

a.  Residence,  Rt  3,  Sales,  Virginia, 

(6)  XdentiFyiag  loforaatloQ  on  Obser'/er; 


a.  ago  Virginia; 

occupation  - Bi^er  of  scrap  metal  for  Roanoke  Scrap  Iron  and  Metal  Company, 

, Virginia, 


(7)  Weather  and  Wlnda-aloft  Conditions  at  Time  and  Place  of 

Sighting: 

a*  Clear  weather* 

b*  No  report  from  nearest  weather  station* 
c.  Ceiling  - 7ery  clear ^ visibility  unlimited* 
d*  Visibility  unlimited* 

e.  No  cloud  formations  noted  at  time  of  sighting. 


f*  No  thunderstorms  in  area  at  time  of  sighting* 
(8)  No  air  traffic  noted  in  area  at  time* 
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SOURCE 


S*  Johnst«i 


IR£?CE3  (Omiro^  numhtr,  dirtetw^t  ptmo^Li  or  app^icd^} 
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AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


I fhom  lA«itUV> 

345th  Bomb  Wing  (TAG) 


!•  On  15  January,  Special  Agent  John  R«  McMelH,  EO  21,  OSI,  obtained 
the  folloiidni:  information  from  an  indiYldual  >dio  stated  ha  had  seen  tba  object* 
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A£TOHT  MO. 

IR-1-58 
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or 
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Description  of  Object 


with  a short  cons 


>^b)  • Appeared  feet  ^CT^ameterj  the  face  of  the  s]^ere 

enim*j  the  s^armiynyrig  portion  including  the  trailing  cone 
The  cone  appeared  to  be  a cone  of  fire  glTen  off  from  the 
The  cone  was  about  the  same  leng^t  as  the  object  Itself* 


ob;ject  itself 


(d)  Only  one  (1)  object  ob 

■■  * . * 

(e)  The  object  vas  void  .of 


g)  A trailing  cone  of  iriiat  appeared  to  be  fire  about  as  long 
as  the  same  color*  The  face  or  nose^  of  ^e  object  gloved/ 

Or*^_  "hr  G i *r*i  i * 


asuaz7/J^5G,  object  was  i^serf 

which  faced  wert^  Ob 
disaj^ared  after  a very  short 


(b)  Proceeding  westerly 
(e)  The  object  disappea 


(f)  Object  observed 


of  Observation  t 
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(CLUSIFtCATlOH) 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


REPORT  NO, 


PACE 


hours 


(c)  Besidonce  front  rooa,  llTing 
QW*  Tiever*8  ag«  27*  Oeeupation^ 
Iron  and  Metals  Con^anyj  Hoanake, 


land 


(d)  Visibility  very  good 


aetivltlas  or  conditions 


or^ldeotifiestiott  actions 


(s)  None  ^ 

(8}  Locatioa  of  any  al 
(a)  Hone  obeerred 


traffic  In  area:  at  time  object 
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